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It depends on us

I wear jeans designed in the U.S. and made in China. My book bag has a European
flower design, but it was made in India. I eat chocolate and drink tea every day, which are
produced in Syi Lanka or African countries. In short, I am a globalized citizen. We are all
participating in globalization. However, have you ever wondered if the people who make the
products can get enough income?

Trade is one of the biggest aspects of globalization. Trade connects us to globalization
unconsciously. Through trade, we can get various kinds of goods such as clothes, books and
food from everywhere in the world. This is good and I am sure that trade has made our lives
more enjoyable. Unfortunately, trade is also one of the main reasons for the wide gap between
the rich and poor of the world. Some of this trade is controlled by huge greedy companies.
They want to make a lot of money, and to do this, they exploit workers in developing
countries.

I think trade should be something that has an equally good effect on all people in the
whole world. What can achieve this is fair trade, which is a new, but an essential kind of
trade.

My school is promoting fair trade and the students are interested in it. Last vear, a
Kenyan, Simon, who is a friend of a teacher at my college, visited our school. He lives with
his livestock in Kenya and usually has milk and the meat of the animals. However, at that
tire, the region he lives in was suffering from drought. Because of the drought, the cows
could not provide enough milk to the people. Then, they had to buy something to eat, but they
did not have money. Simon brought some Kenyan goods 1o sell at my college. They were sold
out and as a result, he got 20,000 yen, which was a fair amount of money. This is the amount
the goods were worth. This is what he should have got, so this is a kind of fair trade. Simon
later said, “I was really relieved at that time. People around me could buy food and we are
fine again.” When I heard this story, I was shocked because I realized for the first time that

our little actions can really help people in trouble.



As I said earlier, globalization has both bad and good aspects and fair trade is one of
the important aspects of globalization, We should be serious about this because we become
like enemies if we support greedy companies by buying cheap products. However, we can
become friends of the people who make the products when we promote fair trade. Fair trade
relies on which side we take. Our decision determines which direction we will lead
globalization. If we promote fair trade more, we can support good giobalization. I think fair
trade can connect people, even completely unknown people like Simon and me, and this
connection can help people so much. If the trade is fair, we can create a fairly and happily
globalized world.

Globalization cannot be defined easily. But I have figured out that we must not forget
one thing: however much globalization changes our lives, the truth is all things are not
happening between countries or companies, but between people. Fair trade connects us person
1o person.

Thank you for listening.
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